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Tur following Treatiſe was 
compoſed during the intervals 
of relaxation from a very labo- 
rious employment; and, no 
doubt, is not without its faults; 
but its deſign is pure and un- 
blemiſhed, viz. to advance the 
credit of the Chriſtian religion, 
to aſcertain its truth from ex- 
ternal evidence, and to eitabliſh 


1 its 


6 


its faith, and recommend an 


unfeigned aſſent thereto: and 
as ſuch, it is preſumed it will 


recommend itſelf to every can- 


aid reader, 


A VIEW, 


TNIFFERENT arguments are 


neceſſary in the preſent age 
to create a faith in Chriſt, and 
ſatisfy mens minds with regard to 
the truth of the Chriſtian Religion, 
from what were thought requiſite 


by the Apoſtles of Chriſt. Our 


bleſſed Saviour, in that ſolemn 
prayer of interceſſion for the church, 


which cloſed his miniſtry, addreſſes 
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1 
his Father thus: © I have given 
« unto them the words which thou 
« oaveſt me, and they have received 
« them, and have known ſurely 
« that I came out from thee; and 
cc they have believed that thou didſt 
« ſend me.” His gracious words, 
and the converſations he had with 
them particularly towards the con- 
cluſion of his miniſtry, wrought 
ſuch a conviction in their minds, as 
no teſtimony whatever, not even a 


voice from heaven, would have 
produced a readier expreſſion of 


their faith in Jeſus. But beſides 


. theſe, they received the promiſe of 


the Spirit of Truth,“ which ſhould 


guide them into all truth, and 
teach them all things, and bring 
all things to their remembrance,” 


What 


„ 

whatſoever Chriſt had faid unto 
them. Theſe divine illuminations 
and revelations of the Holy Ghoſt, 
furniſhed additional proofs upon 
which the faith of the Apoſtles was 
founded. The ſame unalterable 
perſuaſion, and derived from the 
like ſource, the word of God, is 
that of St. Paul's, when he fays, 
« I know whom I have believed.“ 
After which, Chriſt having finiſhed 
his miniſtry, and the godlike pur- 
poſe for which he came into the 
world, and confirmed the faith of 
the Apoſtles by ſuffering on the 
croſs, as he had often foretold to 
them, and riſing from the dead in 
exact conformity to his predictions ; 
a new ſcene of evidence was re- 
quired by the ſucceeding generation. 
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41 
The Apoſtles © believed the ſcrip- 
«© ture and the word which Jeſus 
* had ſaid,” and their diſciples were 
converted to the faith upon their 
giving ſufficient atteſtation to the 


truth of the doctrine, by the mira- 


culous gift of tongues, by perform- 
ing miracles after the ſame manner 
as their bleſſed maſter had done 
before, and -by demonſtrating that 
the prophecies plainly foretold the 
coming of the Meſſiah or Chriſt. 
Theſe made up the principal ob- 
jects, upon which the immediately 
fucceeding ages grounded their faith 
in the chriſtian religion. In pro- 
ceſs of time new circumſtances 
aroſe, and which required length of 
time to bring about, to ſerve as fur- 
ther proofs of the divine origin of 

| chriſti- 


1 


chriſtianity. Theſe were the rapid 
increaſe of the church, and the ful- 
filling of the prophecies relating to 
the people of the Jews, exemplified 

ur their diſperſion over the known 
world even to this preſent day, and 
which may be emphatically called a 

perpetually-exiſting prophecy. All 
theſe make up the principal exter- 
nal objects of the faith of every be- 
liever in the chriſtian religion at the 
preſent day. 

My intention therefore is, to in- 
veſtigate the divine origin of the 
chriſtian religion from its external 
evidence, beginning at that chief 
article of faith, in which it is the 
duty of every chriſtian to profeſs 
his belief, and by ſnhewing it to be 
a revelation imparted to the world 

B 3 by 


1 


by the interpoſition of ſupernatural 


power. 


In order therefore to prove the 
divine origin of chriſtianity, I begin 
with the founder of it. That Jeſus 
of Nazareth lived in Judea in the 
reign of Tiberius, is acknowledged 
publicly, not only by the chriſtian 
world, but by the Jews of the pre- 
ſent as well as the paſt ages. We 
have the teſtimony likewife of hea- 
then writers to the fame effect, who 
cannot be ſaid to have been pre- 
Judiced in favour of chriſtianity, 
and therefore will not lie under the 
imputation of partiality, too often, 
and perhaps unjuſtly, laid to the 
charge of chriſtian writers. For 
Suetonius mentions Chriſt, and Ta- 
citus expreſsly ſays, The founder 
| 4 cc of 
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« of this name was Chriſt, who was 
« crucified in the reign of Tiberius 
« by the governor Pontius Pilate.” 
And the younger Pliny in a well- 
known epiſtle writes, that © the 
ce chriſtians uſed to ſing an hymn to 
« Chriſt as their God, and mutu- 
ce ally bound themſelves not to com- 
« mit any crime, nor forfeit their 
« word.” Here then is evidence 
for the converſion of thoſe ſceptics, 
who hazardouſly maintain the total 
ſilence of the contemporary hiſtori- 
ans, or thoſe of the ſucceeding age; 
three of whom we have ſeen parti- 
cularly mention Chriſt, and the ado- 
ration that was paid to him. If 
they endeavour to evade this atteſ- 
tation, by thinking it not ſufficiently 
deſcriptive or large, it may be an- 

| B 4 ſwered, 


ſwered, it could not be expected 
that ſo meek and humble a religion 
as chriſtianity, ſhould blaze abroad 
in the hiſtories of thoſe times, which 
delighted in recording warlike ac- 
tions and ſcenes of devaſtation, and 
therefore almoſt overlooked the doc- 
trine of the meek and lowly Jeſus. 
Neither is it to be wondered at, that 
this religion ſhould be ordained to 
grow up in ſilence, without courting 
the applauſe or protection of the then 
reigning princes and potentates, 
ſince the bleſſed author of it every 
every where diſcountenanced in his 
life-time the publiſhing abroad of 
any of his mighty works. And as 
this important point of the chriſtian 
religion is undoubtedly true, ſo is 
it likewiſe handed down to us by 
+: 5 one 


F 
one of the ſame hiſtorians, that 
many ſuffered extreme torments, 
and even death itſelf, under the g0- 
vernment of Nero, in conſequence 
of their profeſſing this religion, and 
worſhipping Chriſt. And though 
the majority of the firſt converts to 
chriſtianity. were of an inferior con- 
dition in life, though there were 
not many in the apoſtles days of 
exalted rank that believed in the 
goſpel; it was not that the goſpel 
rejected men of any particular con- 
dition, but that thoſe who were leſs 
burdened with the cares of this life, 
and leſs entangled in the affairs of 
this world, could more eaſily and 
' readily enter on the narrow path of 
a chriſtian's duty. Beſides, thoſe 
who are diſtinguiſhed by riches, 

honours, 


[ 70 J 
| honours, or knowledge, are very 
inconſiderable in number, when 
compared with the bulk of man- 
kind, But though not many en- 
dowed with worldly wiſdom or of 
eminence in literature, not many 
« mighty, not many noble were 
« called,” yet ſome of as great re- 
putation, power, and birth, as any 
of the age in which they lived, were 
converted to the chriſtian faith, 
Amongſt theſe we reckon Sergius 
governor of Cyprus, and Dionyſus 
the Areopagite ; Nicodemus, a ruler 
of the Jews; Joſeph of Arimathea, 
a rich man and a counſellor; a 
nobleman and a centurion of Ca- 
pernaum ; Jairus, Criſpus, Soſthe- 
nes, rulers of ſynagogues ; Apollos, 
an eloquent and learned man; Ze- 
nas, 


L 1] 
nas, a Jewiſh counſellor ; and Cor- 
nelius, a centurion of the Italian 
band. Theſe were men of rank, 
fortune, and knowledge, who em- 
braced chriſtianity, and were moſt 
of them of the Jewiſh perſuaſion, 
but being convinced of the truth 

and divine origin of chriſtianity, and 
of the neceſſity of its ſuperſeding 
Judaiſm, became partakers of the 
grace which came by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Such was the real condition of theſe 
_ perſons, who though born and edu- 
cated in the Law of Moſes, were 
converted by the apoſtles to the re- 
ligion of Jeſus; a religion which 
deſerved all their regard and care, 
and which was worthy to be firſt 
publiſhed by the Son of God, and 
confirmed by ſigns and wonders, 
| and 
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U 1 
and miracles and gifts of the Holy: 
Ghoſt. That men of ſuch learn- 
ing, rank, and character, ſhould: 
believe in Jeſus and worſhip him 
even after his death, a death that 
was the occaſion of much reproach, 
and obloquy, cannot be imputed to. 


any other caule than their clear con- 


viction of Chriſt's divinity, and the- 
various miracles he had performed. 
To ſtrengthen the force of this ar- 
gument, let us briefly. conſider the 
ſeveral cauſes that were likely to 
have retarded, if not totally pre- 
vented, their belief in the chriſtian: 
xeligion. The death of the croſs. 
was ſuppoſed to have the greateſt 
ignominy affixed to it, ſuch as the 
moſt abandoned malefactors only 
were condemned to ſuffer, It was 

not 


„ 
not permitted the Romans to pu- 
niſh a freeman with ſo diſhonourable 


a death, and it was reſerved only 


to be inflicted on ſlaves. When 
they either beheld Chriſt ſuffering 
on the croſs, or elſe heard the fact 
related with ſufficient veracity, it 
muſt have ſtartled the moſt coura- 
geous heart amongſt them, thus to 
have been deprived of their leader 
and Saviour, had not the ſtrongeſt 
conviction of his being the Son of 
God poſſeſſed their minds. 
Secondly, they had all been 
brought up in other religions. Edu- 
cation has that immenſe force, very 
often to prevail againſt the light of 
truth. The prejudices imbibed in 
thoſe tender years are generally car- 
ried with us to the grave, When 
| the 


„rr 


N ] 


the voice of religion is added, how- 
ever falſe it may be, it gives a ſanc- 
tion to principles, that is ſcarcely 
ever to be eradicated. Nay, the 
more it abounds with ſuperſtitious 
ceremonies, the ſtronger impreſſion 
it makes upon the infant mind. To 
break, therefore, from the ſuperſtiti- 
ous rites of Paganiſm, in which ſome 
had been educated; to emancipate 
themſelves from the religious cere- 
monies of the Moſaical law, in which 
others had been brought up, and 
which they had always been taught 
to look upon as diftated by God 
himſelf; muſt have proceeded from 
their being convinced that Chriſt 
Jeſus was the Meſſiah foretold by 
their own prophets, and that they 

were 


1 


were bound to believe in him for 


his works ſake. 


Thirdly, It is acknowledged by 
its adverſaries, that the chriſtian re- 
ligion could not confer upon its 
profeſſors either honours, dignities, 
or any earthly advantages. For all 
honours were in the hands. of pa- 
gans, its avowed enemies. And 
the bare profeſſion of the faith of 
Chriſt drew after it ſuch perſecution, 
as not only to deprive the diſciples 
of the comforts and conveniences 
of life, but very often both pagans 
and Jews ambrued. their hands in 
the blood of the chriſtian converts. 
Living, therefore, in ſuch immi- 
nent hazard of their lives, what 
could have ſupported them, much 
leſs have animated them to purſue 

the 
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Ls 1 
the paths of righteouſneſs, but this 


powerful cauſe ? That after diligent 
enquiry, fuch as became men en- 


dued with reaſon and prudence, 


ſearching into a bulineſs of the ut- 
moſt conſequence, they had found 
the report to be true, and deſerving 
all credit, which they had heard of 
the miracles performed by our bleſſ- 
ed Saviour; for inſtance, his heal- 
ing the moſt inveterate diſeaſes by 
his word alone, and that publicly 
and frequently; of his reſtoring 
{ight to one born blind; of feeding 
more than once many thouſands with 
a few loaves ; of raiſing the dead to 
life; and many others of the like 
nature. | 

Like theſe, therefore, let us make 
the important choice, and confeſs 

that 


wo 


1 
rhat Chriſt hath the power of ſalva- 


tion, Let us make our public ac- 


knowledgment in the words of St. 
Peter, Lord, to whom ſhall we 


« go? thou haſt the words of eter- 
ce nal life. And we believe, and 


« are ſure, that thou art that Chriſt, 


ce the Son of the living God.“ 
The next argument to prove Jeſus 


to be the Meſſiah, and by conſe- 


quence the divine origin of his doc- 
trine, may be drawn from his mira- 
cles, which afford a very material 
external evidence of the Chriſtian 
religion. 

A miracle 1s an extraordinary and 
wonderful effect, above our natural 


powers and capacities, wrought by 


(30d, in order to manifeſt his power 
or providence, or to give credit to 


E: | {ome 
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ſome meſſenger ſent from himſelf. 
Thus our bleſſed Lord evinced the 
truth of chriſtianity, and gave proof 
of his miſſion from his heavenly 
Father, by miracles wrought in con- 
fir mation of doctrines that were op- 
poſite to the intereſt of devils. For 
he tells us, if there was no other 
proof of his miſſion from God but 
his own witneſs or teſtimony of him- 
felf, he ſhould not deſerve to be be- 


Heved, and therefore he refers them 


to his works as the proper teſtimo- 
nials that God had ſent him. If 
6e] bear witneſs of myſelf, my wit- 
« nels is not true, but I have greater 
ce witneſs than that of John, for the 
ce works which the Father hath given 
« me to finiſh, the ſame works that 
I do, bear witneſs of me that the 
« Father 


c. 


[ 19 J 


ce Father hath ſent me.” The true 


notion, therefore, of a miracle is, that 
it be done by an eminently good and 
holy man, in confirmation of doc- 
trines tending to godlineſs, and 
whoſe miſſion evidently tends to de- 
ſtroy the works of the devil, and to 
recover men to the knowledge and 
worſhip of the only living and true 
God. Then when theſe circum- 
ſtances conſpire, we have no longer 
any need to queſtion the author's 
veracity, but may repoſe our belief 
in him. Now all theſe criteria were 
evident in our Saviour's nuracles. 
It far exceeds the natural powers to 
remove the moſt grievous diſeaſes 
by a word or touch. And if the 
powers of a mere man could have 
effected ſuch wonderful works, it 


1 had 


ws 1 
had been publiſhed at firſt by thoſe; 
who were either the profeſſed ene- 
mies of Chriſt whilſt upon earth, or 
of his goſpel. And that his works 
were not illuſions, is manifeſt from 
their being publicly performed, in 
the ſight of multitudes, and in the 
midſt of many who were far from 
being well diſpoſed towards him. 
And this doctrine of Chriſt, to prove 
the divine origin of which theſe very 
works were performed, directly aims 
l at deſtroying the dominion of ſatan 
nl. or evil ſpirits. With regard to the 
firſt attribute of the Meſſiah in the 
caſe of miracles, his being a perfect 
and holy man, whoever reads the 
account of his life, as recorded in 
ſacred writ, his compliance with the 
duties of religion, his exerciſe of all 

moral 
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moral virtues, and his unwearied la- 


bours to inſtruct and guide the ig- 


norant in the paths of virtue, muſt 


acknowledge he deſerved this cha- 


racter. With reſpect to the other 
qualification, his ſubduing the power, 


of ſatan, the doctrine of our bleſſed 
Saviour naturally engages men to 
forſake their vices, in which the 
power of ſatan is ſituate, and to cul- 
tivate true holineſs of life. In this 
manner the deſign of miracles was 
completed, in that they gave ſuffici- 
ent credit and authority to our 
Lord's perſon and pretenſions. It 


was neceſſary to give a proper weight 


to his doctrines and precepts, that 
men {hould know he was the meſ- 
ſenger of God, and authorized by 
him to inſtruct and fave them. So 
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ſtrong and convincing a proof, as 
miracles, manifeſted that thoſe per- 


ſons acted by commiſſion from God 
who preached to the Jews and Gen- 


tiles to turn from ſuch vanities as the 


corruptions of their religions had 
ſuggeſted. It was not ſufficient that 
they affirmed this of themſelves ; to 
give them, therefore, their proper 
weight, and in order to their being 
univerſally received amongſt men, it 
was neceſſary that thoſe who preach- 
ed to them, ſhould be declared the 
Meſſengers of God, either by a voice 
from heaven, or eFe by having ſuch 
power and authority communicated 
to them, as thou'd evidently prove 
that they: acted under the ſuperior 
influence of heaven : of which their 
working miracles, things beyond the 

power 
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power of human nature to do, was 


an abundant demonſtration. And 


lince it is a deſign worthy of God 
to recover men to virtue and happi- 
neſs; to authorize perſons for this 
purpoſe, and give them ſufficient 
authority for the ſatisfaction of 
others, it is evident that miracles are 
proper to anſwer this end, and natu- 
rally conduce to fulfil the gracious 
deſigns of Providence, in contri- 


buting to the perfection and happi- 


neſs of men. 

If any perions ſhould ſay, could 
we but now fſce a miracle done in 
confirmanonof chriſtianity, we would 
believe thoſe related in the goſpel to 


be true; it may be anſwered, if the 


intention ſaid to be fulfilled by thoſe 
miracles is conſiſtent with the perfec- 
C4: tions 


[ 24 1 
tions of God, and conducive to the 
true intereſts of men; and if they 
are as clearly proved to have been 
done as the nature of them will bear, 
to defire any greater proof is unrea- 
ſonable. And ſuppoſing that God 
might be willing to gratify ſuch a re- 
queſt as this, what would follow? 
There ſeems to be little or no reaſon 
to believe, that they who reject the 
Chriſtian faith, though innumerable 
miracles have been done to confirm 
it, would be converted on the evi- 
dence of one or more. 

If any ſet of men were to deſire a 
ſecond perſon to be ſent into the 
world to publiſh the divine authority 
and religion of Chriſt, and confirm 
it by new miracles: this ground of 
belief is ſupported by this fort of 

| | proof 
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proof already in its higheſt perfec- 


tion. And having, therefore, this 


evidence for the truth of it, and yet 


even diſbelieving chriſtianity, ſhews 
they would not think this kind of 


proof ſufficient. But ſuppoſing they 


ſhould be convinced, all others 
would, with equal juſtice, expect the 


ſame ſatisfaction. And then there 
would be need of a perpetual courſe 


of miracles to the end of the world, 


to keep up the credit of chriſtianity, 


But then the very deſign that is to 


be anſwered by miracles would be 


entirely deſtroyed. ' For miracles 
being thus made cheap and com- 
mon, would ceaſe to be wonderful, 
nor any more convince and perſuade 
men; they would have no more 
effect on them than the riſing of 


the 


[ 26] 

the ſun, or freſh verdure of the 
ſpring. 

The end, therefore, and uſe of 
miracles, when wrought by the af- 
ſiſtance of God, ſeem to be this: to 
confirm that perſon's miſſion from 
God, who comes in his name and 
by his authority, and hath a revela- 
tion of his will to impart to men. 
It is reaſonable to think, that God 
will thus interpoſe and give an ex- 
traordinary aſſiſtance to his ſervants, 
when it is neceſſary to convince the 
world, that they were ſent from him, 
and in order to ſecure the greater 
— þ credit to the meſſage they deliver 
4 in his name. And whatever mira- 
cles can be proved to be done, 
either by the immediate interpoſition 
of God himſelf, or by good ſpirits, 
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ſuch as the apoſtles; this will be a 
certain proof, that the perſon who 
doth them, ought to be regarded as 
a meſſenger from God. In the uni- 
verſal wickedneſs alſo and ignorance 
that the world was overſpread with, 
at and before our Saviour's coming, 
it mnſt have been highly worthy of 
the ſupreme wiſdom and goodneſs, 
to awaken men out of c1eir ſtupidity, 
by ſending a man v. no ſhould boldly 
proclaim himſelf the Meſſenger of 
God, to reform and ſave the world; 
leading himſelf the moſt exemplary 
'ite, calling men to repentance, 
preaching up the doctrine of one 
God, and the worſhip of him in 
ſpirit and in truth; encouraging the 
hopes of thoſe who ſhould believe in 
and obey him; and, as a proof 
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amongſt many of his divine miſſion, 
raiſing the dead, curing the diſeaſed, 
reſtoring the ſight of the blind, and 
healing the lame; augmenting a 
ſmall quantity of bread to a ſuffici- 
ency tor thouſands, calming the 
winds, ſtilling the raging waves of 
the ſea by his word alone, caſting 
out devils, prophecying of his own 
death, and the manner of it, and of 
his glorious reſurrection ſo ſhortly 
after to follow. Great cauſe, there- 
fore, was there for the aſtoniſhment 
that all people were affected with at 
ſuch a teacher and ſuch mighty 
works. Juſt, indeed, was their con- 
feſſion, © this man could do nothing 
« unleſs God were with him.” 

The books of the New Teſtament 
that have handed dowa to us an ac- 
count 
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count of theſe miracles, are ſupported 


by the very ſame ſort of proofs that 


any other antient writings are or can 


be. That there was ſuch a perſon 
as Jeſus Chriſt, living in Judea, born 
when Auguſtus Ceſar was emperor, 
and crucified under the reign of Ti- 
berius, is unanimouſly agreed on, 
by Pagan, Jewiſh, and Chriſtian 
writers. And it is within the com- 


paſs of every one's underſtanding to 
perceive, that the accounts given 


of him by the writers of the New 
Teſtament, though they wrote many 
years after each other, perfectly agree 
both with regard to his character, 
doctrines, precepts, works and end. 
For almoſt all of them lived with 
him, and were very intimately con- 
verſant with him, were witneſſes to 
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the works they report he did, and 
who declare that, in their writings, 
they ſpoke of nothing but what heir 
eyes ſaw, or zheir ears heard: and 
who believed themſelves under an 
abſolute neceſſity, as they valued the 
favour of almighty God and their 
own eternal happineſs, to deliver no- 
thing but the truth. Immediately, 
then, after his death, his diſciples 
and followers proclaimed, wherever 


they went, the wonders and miracles 


that were wrought by him. whilſt 
living; and gave ſuch an account 
of his ſuffering and death, as not 
only wiped off the ſcandal of the 
croſs, but iecured him an unperiſh- 

able glory. 
Beſides the teſtimony of the apoſ- 
tles and evangeliſts, we find the ge- 
. nerality 


RI] 


nerality of thoſe, who ſaw with what 


power Chriſt caſt out devils at the 
ſame time that the Phariſees im- 
puted it to the aſſiſtance of the prince 
of devils, wondering and frankly 
acknowledging, © It was never fo 
« ſeen in Iſrael; no prophet ever 
ce aroſe who had ſo abſolute a power 
« over evil ſpirits as this man.” 
And, in another place, after he had re- 
ſtored the blind to his ſight, and the 
dumb to his ſpeech, when the Pha- 
riſees laid the ſame blaſphemous 


charge, the people were amazed, 


and ſo far from thinking as the Pha- 
riſees did, that they immediately 
own him for the Meſſiah, ſaying, 
<« Is not this the ſon of David?“ 
A like acknowledgment was made 
him, upon his wonderful calming of 
| 9 the 
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the raging wind and ſea, © Of a 
« truth thou art the Son of God.” 
Thus alſo great multitudes, when 
they ſaw that the dumb ſpake, the 
maimed were made whole, the lame 
walked, and the blind received fight, 
glorified the God of Iſrael. Which 
ſurely they did from clear convic- 
tion that he was the Chriſt, and that 
his cures and miracles were per- 
formed by the power of God. The 
fame ſacred writings inform us, that 
many of the Phariſees and rulers 
themſelves believed in Chriſt, but 
had not courage to acknowledge it, 
for fear they ſhould be put out of 
the ſynagogue. Some of them, 1n- 
deed, of greater liberality of ſenti- 
ment and nobleneſs of mind, as well 
as more open to conviction, for in- 

| „ Nance, 
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ſtance, Nicodemus, Jairus, and 
others, made a public profeſſion of 
their faith in him ; and, indeed, the 
generality of the Jewiſh nation be- 
lieved him to be a prophet, on ac- 
count of his miracles, and would 
have received him as the Meſſiah, 
had they not been prevented by the 
power and craft of their teachers 
and rulers. Thouſands were wit- 
neſſes to the facts themſelves ; for 
theſe works were done in the moſt 
open and public manner. Thus he 
cleanſed the leper in the ſight of the 
multitude. He healed the Centu- 
rion's ſervant, and Peter's wife's mo- 
ther, and calmed the tempeſt, be- 
fore many witneſſes. He raiſed the 
ruler's daughter to life before the 
whole company that were preſent 
N to 
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to attend her funeral. He miracu- 
louſly fed four thouſand men, be- 
ſides women and children; and at 
another time five thouſand. Thus 
all the miracles recorded of our 
bleſſed Lord, are works both of 
power and mercy; and it is to be 
hoped, will beget both a reverence 
in our minds towards the Meſſenger 
of the Goſpel of peace, and recon- 
cile all mankind to the belief of the 
holy ſcriptures, and to an obedience 
to his will. If, therefore, the Infi- 
dels and Sceptics of the preſent age 
allow the authenticity of any book 
of equal date with the ſcriptures, it 
1s but reaſonable they ſhould place 
the ſame confidence in the ſacred 
writings, and the facts recorded in 
them. And, with regard to the 

Jews, 


L 3 I 


Jews, there is not the leaſt ſhadow 


of reaſon why they ſhould perſiſt in 
their incredulity, in not allowing the 
miracles of Chriſt to have been ſuf- 
ficiently proved. If we demand of 
them their reaſon for believing the 
miracles of their renowned lawgiver 
Moſes, they would reply, there had 
been ſo continued a tradition of 
them as could not have proceeded 
but from the teſtimony of eye-wit- 
neſſes. From this motive the Jews 
believe the miracle of Eliſha's mul- 
tiplying the widow's oil; Naaman's 
leproſy cured inſtantaneouſly ; the 
raiſing to life the Shunamite's ſon ; 
and others of the like import: and 
this belief of theirs proceeds very 
juſtly from no other cauſe, than that 
credible witneſſes have tranſmitted 
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them down to poſterity. But of 
Elijah's being taken up into heaven, 
they repoſe their faith on the evi- 
dence only of Eliſha as a perſon of 
unexceptionable veracity and credit. 
But we appeal to twelve witneſſes, 
of Chriſt's aſcenſion into heaven, 
whoſe lives, like that of their bleſſed 
Maſter, were without fin, without 
offence or guile; and we produce 
many more witneſſes to whom Chriſt 
appeared after his reſurrection; 
which being of undoubted veracity, 
evinces alſo the truth of Chriſt's 
doctrine. Nothing, therefore, can 
be alledged by the Jews in favour of 
the law of Moſes, to which we have 
not an equal, if not a better claim. 
Since it 1s allowed, even by the 
Jews, that Chriſt performed many 
| mighty 
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mighty works, ſurpaſſing all human 
conception, it follows that they 
ought to believe in him. For God. 
had declared to them, that after 
Moſes, a prophet ſhould be raiſed 
up, to whom they ſhould hearken,. 
in which, if they failed, he de- 

nounced the heavieſt puniſhments... 
And miracles are very certain crite- 
ria or marks of a prophet. Again, 
in. the ſame law, it was recorded,. 
that if any. one profeſſing himſelf a 
prophet, ſhould perform miracles, 
they were not to believe in him if 
he drew away the people to the: 
worſhip of ſtrange gods. For God 
permitted thoſe miracles, in order 
to prove the conſtancy of the people 


in the worſhip of the one true God. 


If we compare thele places together, 
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1 
it may be rightly inferred, that they 
were to believe in him who per- 
formed miracles, if he did not draw 
them from the worſhip of the true 
God ; if he did, no faith was to be 
placed in his miracles, however ſpe- 
cious. Jeſus, therefore, did not 
only not teach men to worſhip falſe 


gods, but, on the contrary, forbad 


It as a very great crime, and com- 


manded us to reverence the writings 


of Moſes and the prophets after 
him. Therefore they can object 
nothing to his miracles. 


Whilſt we are thus treating of 


miracles, we ſhould by no means 
paſs over unnoticed that remarkable 
miracle performed on the whole 
body of the Jewiſh nation, ſtill ex- 
iſting as a monument of the juſt 


Judg- 


L 39 J 
judgment of God for their refuſal of 


the proffered means of ſalvation by 


the Saviour of the world, and their 


crucifying the L.ord of glory. We 


behold the Jews exiſting, at this 
very day, by a remarkable miracle 
of divine Providence; and, not- 


withſtanding their many perſecuti- 
ons and oppreſſions, they are ſtill 


conti: ued ſeparate from the other 
nations of the world, though living 
amongſt them. If we conſider, then, 
the many deſtructive perſecutions 
they have been afflicted with, and 
the great devaſtation they have been 
overwhelmed with in different coun- 
tries, it muſt appear a very extraor- 
dinary miracle, that they are pre- 
ſerved ſtill a people, and form ſuch 
vaſt bodies in the various countries 
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in which they dwell. 


The Jewiſh 
religion alone affords a proof that 
miracles do really ſometimes preſent 


themſelves to our view. For it has 
long ſince been deprived of all hu- 
man power and ſupport; nay, it 
has been expoſed to contempt and 
deriſion, in moſt countries of the 
known world, and yet it ſubſiſts to 
this very day. But all other religi- 
ons, except the Chriſtian, have loſt 
their influence, and been thrown 
aſide, as ſoon as the foſtering hand, 
and protecting authority, of the 
reigning powers have been with- 
drawn; for inſtance, the motley ſu- 
perſtitions of heatheniſm : or elſe 
they are ſupported by the violent 
and arbitrary mandates of the ſove- 
reign authority, as is inſtanced in 
yy that 


n 


that of Mahometaniſm. From this 


miraculous preſervation of the Jewiſh 


religion, we may draw a very. ſure 
teſtimony of divine providence ; and 


when we contemplate the apparent 


cauſe of their diſperſion, viz. their 
rejection of Jeſus, who. firſt of all 
offered himſelf as the Meſſiah to his 
own people, and © his own received 
« him not,” we may, with great 
reaſon, dread the conſequence of in- 


fidelity. 


It only remains now that I appeal 
to your own knowledge of Chriſt's 


miracles, and reſt their cauſe upon 
this iſſue, if they have ever been the 


ſubje& of your cool and unpreju- 
diced thoughts. And I cannot do 
it better than in the words of St. 
Peter.“ Ye men of Iſrael, hear 

« theſe 


E 
« theſe words, Jeſus of Nazareth, a 
ce man approved of God by mira- 
© cles, wonders and ſigns, as you 
ce yourſelves alſo know.” Who that 
has ever ſtudied all theſe wonderful 
works, can refuſe being his diſciple ? 
And upon no leſs teſtimony do the 
miracles of the apoſtles ſtand con- 
firmed. © What ſhall we do to 
ce theſe men? for that indeed a no- 
« table miracle hath been done by 
« them is manifeſt to all that dwell 
ce in Jeruſalem, and we cannot deny 
« it, was ſaid in a conference of 
the rulers, elders, ſcribes, and high 
prieſts. Thus the whole nation, as 
it were of the Jews, confirm the 
truth of the Chriſtian miracles. Upon 
examination, therefore, of theſe facts, 
we cannot be backward to acknow- 
ledge 


1 
ledge the aſtoniſhing power of the 
name of Jeſus. But left any one, 
out of inclination to infidelity, ſhould 
refuſe theſe teſtimonies on account 
of their being not fully diſcuſſed and 
not complete, it is not my deſire he. 
ſhould reſt fatisfied with this, the 
miracles of Chrift being a ſubject 
worthy of whole volumes. The 
only deſign of this is to raiſe a pro- 
per attention, and, from ſeeing ſo 
fair a proſpect for a reaſonable con- 
viction, to create a deſire in the 
minds of all men to purſue it, by 
carefully examining into the ſcrip- 
tures, till they find reafon to reſt 
ſatisfied in that certainty of evidence 
the whole produces, and on which 
a rational faith can only be founded, 
If, upon reading thoſe ſcriptures, 


we 
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we put this queſtion, © Art thou he 
« that ſhould come, or do we look 
cc for another Saviour?” They. 
will anſwer. us in words which give 
the character of that Saviour, and 
which he himſelf ſpake to John's 
diſciples. © Go,” faith he, © and 
cc ſhew John again thoſe things 
« which you ſee and. hear. The 
cc blind receive their ſight; the lame 
« walk; the lepers are cleanſed, 
« and the deaf hear; and, more- 
ie over, the dead are raiſed up, and 

e the poor have the goſpel preached 
« to them.“ When we read of his 
making the blind to ſee, and the 
dumb to ſpeak, can we refrain being 
amazed or crying out, © Is not this 
cc the ſon of David? Upon theſe 
evidences of his miracles we muſt 

confeſs, 
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confeſs, '* this is of a truth that 


ec prophet that ſhould come into the 
« world.” | 

In treating of miracles, it would 
be unpardonable to overlook that 
ſurpriſing one, the reſurrection of 
our bleſſed Saviour from the dead, 


the foundation- ſtone of the Chriſtian 
religion; upon which has been erect- 


ed a ſuperſtructure that has ſupported 
the faith of Chriſtians for many ages, 
and we truſt will encourage the hope 


of every ſincere believer in Jeſus, 
till time is no more. 


It is worthy our notice, that 
the Acts of the Apoſtles almoſt 
commence with a declaration of the 
chief deſign of Chriſt's appointing 
his choſen meſſengers of the goſpel. 
When the apoſtate Judas's apoſtle- 

ſhip 
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„ 
fhip had been declared vacant, the 
other apoſtles met, in order to elect 
a ſucceſſor, for the expreſs purpoſe 
of being a witneſs of the reſur- 
ce rectionꝰ together with them. In 
this office of theirs, we have there- 
fore to examine whether they had a 
ſufficient knowledge of the fact they 
were called to bear witneſs to, and 
whether they were men of honeſt life 


and integrity of morals. For it can- 


not be required of us in equity to 
prove the reſurrection of Jeſus in 
any other manner than facts are 
uſually proved, by the teſtimony of 
eye-witneſſes, and thoſe men of up- 
rightneſs and integrity, biaſſed by 
no ſordid intereſt, and expecting no 
earthly reward, or worldly advan- 
tages, from their teſtimony, Firſt 

then, 


c and faith unto them, Peace be 
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then, that the apoſtles were eye- 


witneſſes of the reſurrection having 
taken place conformably to Chriſt's 
predictions, is manifeſt from the 
particular portion of the hiſtory re- 
corded by the evangeliſts, which 
runs in this manner: that. * on the 
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evening of the ſame day, when 

this event was fulfilled, it being 
the firſt day of the week, when the 
doors were ſhut, where the diſci- 
ples were aſſembled for fear of 
the Jews, while they ſat at meat, 
came Jeſus and ſtood in the midſt, 


unto you. But they were terri- 
fied and affrighted, and ſuppoſed 
that they had ſeen a ſpirit. And 
he (upbraiding them with their 
unbelief and hardneſs of heart, 

« becaule 
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becauſe they believed not them 
© who had ſeen him after he was 
riſen) ſaid to them, Why are ye 
ce troubled, and why do thoughts 
ce ariſe in your hearts? Behold my 
ec hands and my feet, that it is I 
« myſelf: handle me and ſee, for a 
ce ſpirit hath not fleſh and bones, as 
tc ye ſee me have. And when he 
ce had thus ſpoken, he ſhewed them 
« his hands and his feet. And 
« while they yet beheved not for 
« joy and wondered, he ſaid unto | 
« them, Have ye here any meat ? 
« And they gave him a piece of a 
ce broiled fiſh, and of an honey- 
cc comb; and he took it, and did 
« eat before them. Then were the 
« diſciples glad when ad ſaw the 
* Lord.” 


8 


- a 
W 


The 


[49 1 


The diſciples had poſſeſſed them- 
ſelves with ſo deep-rooted a notion 
of Chriſt's being a temporal deli- 
verer, that when they ſaw their 
Maſter expire on the croſs, deſpair 
overwhelmed their minds. In all 
their dehberations, they were as 
private as poſſible, leſt their impla- 


cable enemies, the Jews, ſhould be 


the means of extirpating them. Pro- 
vidential was it, therefore, that the 
body of Jeſus was to be raiſed fo 
loon as the third day, to remove 
their deſpair, and confirm their minds 
anew, ſince ſo great a part of their 
future conduct depended on ſome 
further communication, and that 
ſpeedily, with their Lord and Maſter. 
Far, therefore, were they from being 
enthuſiaſtic believers, or ſuch as 

* might 


1 
might be ſaid to have concerted or 
conſpired together, that Chriſt found 
it neceſſary, at his firſt appearance 
to them, to cenſure their backward- 
neſs and averſion to believe the re- 
port that ſome of the diſciples had 
made to them juſt before, of having 
certainly -ſeen their crucified Re- 
deemer. Terror and fear painted 
him to their imaginations as a ſpirit, 
whilſt their reaſon ſuſpended its pow- 
ers; and they did not conſider that 
he, whom the gates of death could 
not withhold, nor the ſealed and 
ponderous ſtone of the ſepulchre, 
confine, might, with the greateft 
eaſe, open the doors of their habita- 
tion, however ſtrongly barred, and 


zanifeſt his love to them again. | 


And this he did, diſpelling their 


fears 


11 

fears and gloomy thoughts, inviting 
them to have the cleareſt evidence 
of his being the very Chriſt, by 
ſeeing him and touching him. And 
afterwards, leſt their aſſerting his 
reſurrection from theſe evidences 
ſhould be imputed to exceſs of joy, 
he eat of their common food before 
: them, and finiſhed with an injunc- 
ion of their being witneſſes of theſe 
things. = | 5 

8 After this, Jeſus appeared to them 
che ſecond time, when St. Thomas 
was with them; whoſe incredulity 
was very remarkable, in conſequence 
Jof which, his open confeſſion and 
Pelief afterwards carry with them 
ne greater weight. The third time 
eir hat Jeſus ſhewed himſelf to his diſ- 
ars Niples, after that he was riſen from 
E 2 the 
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the dead, was at the ſea of Tiberias. 
Here, in Galilee, he was more known, 
it being his native country, as well 
as of moſt of the apoſtles; and this 
evinces the propriety of his meeting 
his diſciples in this place, in order 
to appeal to a greater number of 
witneſſes. And thus did he conti- 
nue forty days after his paſſion, giv- 
ing the cleareſt proofs of his reſur- 
rection, and fortifying and preparing 


the minds of his diſciples for the 


arduous taſk of publiſhing the goſpel. 
To ſupport the credit of their teſ- 
timony, in this fundamental truth of 


chriſtianity, the reſurrection of Chriſt, | 
we muſt next prove that they were 


men whoſe character will bear the 


ſtricteſt ſcrutiny for honeſty and in- 


tegrity. It is not always that a court 
of 


* 
of juſtice is ſo fortunate as to meet 
wich theſe valuable attributes in a 
witneſs. The evidence of the moſt 
abandoned wretches is ſometimes of 
neceſſity admitted, which is as often 
lamented, as tending to ſubvert juſ- 
tice, inſtead of maintaining it. But 
this is not the caſe with the evidence 
before us. Their lives were un 
blameable, and their behaviour of 
the ſtricteſt purity. So great a re- 
gard to truth influenced their con- 
duct that they did not conceal even 
their own infirmities, but have re- 
corded them in their writings; wit- 
neſs St. Peter's denial, and the de- 
ſertion of all the diſciples, when their 
Maſter was haled to the judgment 
ſeat. Riches and honours were ac- 
counted by them as of no value, or 
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elſe they would never have adhered 


ſo ſtedfaſtly to a profeſſion, which 
drew after it the loſs of all their poſ- 
ſeſſions, and enjoined them not to 
be ſolicitous of temporal good. The 
conveniences and pleaſures of this 
life had not charms ſufficient to be- 
tray the truſt repoſed in them, or to 
quit the preaching of the goſpel, 
though it expoſed them to hunger, 
thirſt, ſtripes, and impriſonment. 
And to evidence their ſincerity, they 
ſealed the truth of the doctrine with 
their blood. 

That the records of this wonder- 
ful event, as well as the characters of 
the apoſtles and evangeliſts, deſerve 
the moſt ample credit from us, is 
next to be conſidered. The writers 
of the New Teſtament were all well 

acquainted 


„ 
zcquainted with the falls they de- 
{cribe, and the nature of the doctrines 
and precepts they deliver, from which 
we infer the truth and authenticity 
of their writings. St. Matthew, 
John, Peter, and Jude, were of the 
twelve, whom Jeſus appointed as 
witneſſes of his life, doctrines, and 
reſurrection. They mult have had, 
therefore, a perfect knowledge of all 
they report. The ſame may be ſaid 
of St. James, who was either an apoſ- 
tle, or, as ſome ſay, a near relation of 
Jeſus, and elected by the apoſtles, 
biſhop of Jeruſalem. St. Luke 
could have eaſily known what he 
wrote of the lite and death of Jeſus, 

:aving been born in the neighbour- 
hood, and having been St. Paul's 
companion in his travels, in which 
ne had frequent opportunities of 

1. 4 con- 


0 
converſing with thoſe who had been 
eye- witneſſes of all our Lord did and 


ſuffered, As the ſincerity of the 


apoſtles and evangeliſts is very evi- 
dent, from that cleareſt of all proofs, 
their laying down their lives, enduring 
the moſt grievous deaths, in confir- 
raation of the truth of chriſtianity, it 
is more reaſonable to give credit to 
St. Luke's hiſtory, who aſſerts, that 
he received all he wrote from eye- 
witneſſes, than to believe Tacitus, 
or Suetonius, and any other hiſtorian, 


relating things that happened be- 


fore his own birth. On the ſame 
ground of evidence as other hiſtories 
are ſupported, we may ſurely believe 
all that is recorded in the goſpel, on 
the credit of the evangelical hiſtori- 


ans, who had no intereſt to deceive 


or impoſe on the faith of Chriſtians. 
Under 


- 


1 
Under this head is included what- 
ever we do not fully underſtand or 
comprehend, or whatever præter- 
natural circumſtance the contempo- 
rary hiſtorians have omitted to men- 
tion; for the teſtimony of ſuch cre- 
dible hiſtorians as the evangeliſts, 
claim our aſſent to the truth, and 


reality of theſe facts. H iſtorical fal- 


ſities proceed either from ignorance 
or a bad intention. Their being 
preſent at theſe ſcenes, or their re- 


ceiving them from thoſe who were, 


together with their laſt great proof 
of their ſincerity, is ſufficient to ac- 
quit them of ſuch charges. It re- 
mains, therefore, that they were the 
authors of the books of the New 
Teſtament ; that they had a perfect 
knowledge of the facts they deſcribe; 


and 
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and that they had no intention of 
impoſing on mankind, and there- 
fore that all they relate is true. 

Having, therefore, as J hope, 
proved this fundamental truth of 
chriſtianity, the reſurrection of Jeſus 
from the dead, it will not, I truſt, 
ſeem foreign to my purpoſe, to ex- 
hort my readers to believe, that our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt aroſe from the 
dead, that they may have ſome rea- 


ſon to hope that the important bene- 


fits of his reſurrection may not be 
denied them. The doctrine holds 
out great conſolation. To thoſe 
who have been humble followers of 
their divine Redegmer, it promiſes 
that their frail periſhing bodies ſhall 
obtain a glorious reſurreCtion at laſt. 
And if Jeſus roſe from the dead, 

he 


e 
he certainly roſe by divine power. 
The Lord of life accompliſhed this 
gracious purpoſe, in order to ſhew 
the truth of what he preached, that 
the peace of God is beſtowed on his 
followers and ſincere diſciples, how- 
ever reprehenſible before they may 
have been, and of conſequence, 
eternal life. 

Beſides the proof of the divine 
origin and truth of chriſtianity, from 
the miracles of its bleſſed Author, 
another preſents itſelf to us in the 
fulfilling of the prophetic deſcripti- 
ons of the Meſſiah. And this, be- 
cauſe Jeſus aſſumed this character, 
and applied the prophecies, origin- 
ally relating to the Meſſiah, to him-- 
ſelf. As he declared himſelf to be 
that perſon whom the Jews expected, 


his. 
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his teſtimony in this reſpect alſo is 
worthy of our belief, both becauſe 
he ſufficiently proved his miſſion 
from God, and as the Old Feſta- 
ment prophecies were accompliſhed 
in him. | 

Now prophecy is a declaration of 
Almighty God, concerning the fu- 
ture ſtate of mankind, both with re- 
card to their hopes and expectations 
in this world, or in the next. Car- 
rying this notion and meaning of 
prophecy in your thoughts, you will 
find its intention is to call mankind 
to the acknowledgment of the true 


God; from iniquity to the practice 


of virtue, by ſetting before them 


Chriſt Jeſus, the preacher of righte- 


ouſneſs, and the appointed Judge of 
the world, not only under the con- 
firmation 


61 1 
fir mation of many ſigns and wonders 
wrought by God for this purpoſe; 
but alſo by the exact completion of 
prophecies, which is before our eyes. 
The great intentions of prophecy 
are not to be limited ſolely or chiefly 
to that age, in which the events fore- 
told are to happen. There is no 
occaſion to lay in, fo long before- 
hand, the teſtimony of prophecy, to 
make evident to men things that are 
to happen in their own times. The 
adminiſtration of divine providence 
in ſending prophets one after ano- 
ther, from the beginning of the 
world to the Chriſtian æra, was ex- 
erted for the ſake of thoſe ages to 
which the prophecies were delivered, 


as well as for thoſe who lived in, and- 


ſince the times of Chriſt, They 


were 
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were given, in order to ſupport the 


faith and religious hopes of mankind 
at that early period, and, to the ſame 


purpoſe, ſerve all the prophecies in 


the New Teſtament to the preſent 
and ſucceeding generations. Yet a 


very principal uſe in the antient pro- 
phecies is experienced by us, upon 
whom the ends of the world are 
come, ſome of which we ſee now 
"fulfilling, and others we hear, from 
undoubted hiſtory, to have been ful- 


filled, which muſt be a very great 


-conſolation and ſupport to the faith 
of believers in the goſpel. Thus, 


in that oldeſt of all prophecies, © 1 


„% will put enmity between thee and 


ce the woman, and between thy ſeed 
* and her ſeed; it ſhall bruiſe thy 
„ head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his 

2 3 r heel,” 
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« heel, it muſt have been great 
ſupport to tie hopes of our firſt pa- 
rents to hear from the mouth of 
God, that the ſerpent had not gained 
a compleat victory over even them, 
and that they and their poſterity 
ſhould finally prevail, and deliver 
themſelves from his power. The 
prophecy conveyed a foundation for 
religion and truſt, and confidence in 
God, after the fall, and hopes of de- 
liverance from the evils introduced 
by their diſobedience. And this de- 
liverance is now completed; and the 
intimations which God gave to our 
firſt parents of his intended ſalva- 
tion, are perfectly anſwered by the 
coming of Chriſt, All the deſcrip- 
tions and marks of this ſalvation, 
given to the old world, corre ſpond 
to 


L 64 ] 
to the things which we have either 
heard or ſeen with our eyes; and 
God has at length manifeſted to us, 
by the revelation of the goſpel, the 
method of his ſalvation. We diſco- 
ver Chriſt in this prophecy, we ſee 
in it the myſtery of his birth, 
his ſufferings, and his final tri- 
umph over all the powers of dark- 
neſs. 

To all thoſe who are educated in 
the belief of chriſtianity, the antient 
prophecies are evidence as well as 
the ſound and clear principles of na- 
tural religion, or the miracles of the 


goſpel. The books of both Tefta- 


ments are received with equal reve- 
rence; and we are convinced of the 
divine authority of the Old Teſta- 
ment as well as the New. Being 
wg | poſleſied 


„ 


poſſeſſed of the oracles of God, and 


firmly perſuaded of the truth of 
them, almoſt the firſt thing which 
we have to do, is to examine the 
title of the Meſſiah by the charac- 
ters given of him in the prophets. 
Thus our belief in God will be con- 
ſiſtent, and our faith in the antient 
prophecies be ſatisfactorily ſupported 
by ſubſtantial arguments. All the 
prophecies of the Old Teſtament, 
relating to the office and character 
of the Meſſiah, will be found to be 
fulfilled and. accompliſhed in the 
perſon pretending to be the promiſed 
and long expected Redeemer. Know- 
ing, therefore, the general uſe and 
deſign of prophecy, we ſhall be able, 
with the greateſt ſucceſs, to apply 
ourſelves to the examination of each 

F divine 
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1 
divine oracle. We ſhall diſcover, 
that when Abraham was called to 
forſake the country and religion of 
his fathers, then had he the promiſe 
of the bleſſed ſeed. I begin with 
him, becauſe he 1s the firſt that re- 
ceived the promiſe that Chriſt ſhould 
be born from a deſcendant of his, 
as expreſſed in theſe words of Gene- 
ſis, © I will make of thee a great 
c nation, and I will bleſs thee, and 
e make thy name great, and thou 
c ſhalt be a blefling, and in thee 
« ſhall all families of the earth be 
cc bleſſed.” The bleſſing promiſed 
in theſe words through Abraham's 
ſeed, adminiſtered to the Jewiſh 
people only hopes and expectations, 
but was reſerved to be revealed in 
God's appointed time, when it was 
| con- 
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conveyed to all nations by means of 
Chriſt. But to compleat this pro- 
phecy, and render the promiſe ſure 


of being accompliſhed, when the 
fulnels of time ſhould come, 


God exalted the people of Iſrael 


when they dwelt as ſtrangers in the 


land of Egypt. And though being 


ſurrounded on all ſides with idolatry, 
which many of them gave them- 
ſelves up to and complied with, yet 
the Almighty ſhewed mercy to them 
and preſerved them ſtill a people. 


And he made trial of judges for a 
long ſpace of time to regulate their 


morals, until Samuel the pro- 
phet, who, like another Moſes, took 
the adminiſtration of the people. 
After this it devolved upon kings, 
and, in proceſs of time, on David, 
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from whoſe ſeed more peculiarly 
hath God, according to his promiſe, 
raiſed unto us a Saviour Jeſus. 
Which promiſe being firſt made to 
Abraham, as already quoted, was 


repeated to David in theſe words of 


2d of Samuel, «© When thy days 
te be fulfilled, and thou ſhalt ſleep 
ce with thy fathers, I will ſet up thy 
te ſeed after thee.” Again, the ſame 
promiſe was repeated by Jeremiah 
in this manner, © Behold the days 
« come, faith the Lord, that I will 
ce raiſe unto David a righteous 
ce branch :” and, after that, by the 
prophet Micah, thus, © But thou, 
« Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou 
ce be little among the thouſands of 
ce Judah, yet out of thee ſhall he 
cc come forth unto me that is to be 

« ruler 


19 1 
ee ruler in Iſrael, whoſe goings forth 
« have been. from old, from ever- 
« laſting.” But though David had 
the promiſe of the everlaſting cove- 
nant eſtabliſhed with him and with 
his ſeed, in reward of his conſtancy 


and faith towards God, under all. 


his diffculties, yet the regal line in 
his family was not of very long du- 
ration. The ſucceeding kings fell 
into idolatry, and the people purſued 
the ſame evil courſe, ſo that God 
ſcattered them amongſt the idola- 
trous nations. Vet that a remnant 


might be ſaved, and the promiſe of 
God, that the Meſſiah ſhould be 


born from his family, might not be 
rendered ineffectual, a few righteous 


perſons kept the faith, And amongſt 
them, the prophet Iſaiah, who has 
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ſpoken ſo plainly of the kingdom of 
Chriſt, began to deliver his prophe- 
cies and exhortations ſome little time 
before the ten tribes were carried 
into captivity as a puniſhment for 
their idolatry. Amongſt whom, the 
prophet Daniel himſelf made one, 
who, though not infected with the 
reigning wickedneſs, was {wept away 
in the indiſcriminate captivity, by 
the king of Aſſyria. And it ſeems 
to have been the peculiar providence 
of the Almighty that he accom- 
panied his people, to keep alive a 
ſenſe of their religion, and to en- 
courage their hopes of deliverance 
by his prophecies. Which, accord- 
ingly, was effected ſeventy years after 
their captivity, but with regard only 
to the tribe of Judah, which returned 

tO 
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to the land of Canaan, built a new 
temple, and cultivated their religion. 
So manifeſt was the hand of God in 
theſe events, that the prophecy be- 
longing to this tribe alone, viz. 
ce that the ſceptre ſhould not depart 
& from Judah, till Shilo came,” 
might be fulfilled. All the promiſes 
relating to the bleſſed ſeed were ac- 
compliſhed in this tribe by the birth 
of Chriſt amongſt them. So great 
a demonſtration is this of the ſcrip- 
ture prophecies certainly relating to 
the Meſſias, as muſt put to ſilence 
all infidelity amongſt conſiderate 
zople. Whoſoever among you 
feareth God, to you is the word of 
this ſalvation ſent. Notwithitanding 
the expreſs predictions, notwithſtand- 
ing the words themſelves of the pro- 
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minds; and all their actions, and 


WES; 
phets were read every ſabbath-day, 


the Jewiſh people knew him not. 
Infidelity had taken poſſeſſion of their 


every kind of treatment ſhewn to 
our blefſed Saviour, directly tended 
to fulfil what Iſaiah and Jeremiah 
had foretold. Though they found 
no cauſe of death in him, yet deſired 
they Pilate that he ſhould be ſlain. 
And this our Saviour himſelf fore- 
told to his diſciples, would happen 
tohim. When, therefore, they had 
fulfilled all that was written in the 
prophets concerning the Meſſiah's 
ſufferings and crucifixion, they de- 
poſited his body in a ſepulchre. But 
God raiſed him from the dead the 
third day, according to another pro- 
phecy, and he was ſeen for a long 

time, 
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time, and frequently, by his apoſtles, 
whom he appointed witneſſes of the 
fact. And we who are their ſucceſ- 
ſors, declare unto you, that the pro- 
phecies made unto the fathers rela- 
tive to the coming of Chriſt, God 
hath fulfilled unto us. their deſcen- 
dants, in that he hath raiſed up Jeſus 
again from the dead. Through this 
man is preached unto you the for- 
giveneſs of ſins; and, by him, all 
that believe in the faith of the goſ- 
pel, are promiſed a freedom from 
ſin. Beware, therefore, leſt thoſe 
evils come upon you, which are 
ſpoken of and denounced in the pro- 
phets as the conſequences of infide- 
lity, As we have ſeen the predic- 
tions fulfilled, of Jeſus Chriſt viſiting 
us in the fleſh, ſo let us the more 
earneſtly 


N 


earneſtly ſet about preparing our- 
ſelves, againſt his ſecond coming, in 
glorious Majeſty, to judge both the 
quick and dead, that we may riſe: 
to the life immortal ne. his 
merits. 

When, therefore, we lay all the 
evidence from prophecy together, 
both in regard of what our Saviour 
delivered himſelf, and what the pro- 
phets had delivered concerning him, 
it muſt be confeſſed, that the evi- 
dence of his coming from God 1s 
as clear and undeniable as prophecy 
could poſſibly make it. Chriſt 
pointed out ſeveral prophecies to his 
diſciples, and even to the Jews, He 
told them, thus the prophet writes, 
and thus it ſhall be fulfilled, and it 
was tulfilled accordingly; though 
the 


LF 
the fulfilling of moſt of them was out 
of his own power, and depended on 
the free choice of others. His end 
in all this was to convince them of 
the truth of his interpretations. 
« Now, as he faid to his diſciples, 
« tell you, before it comes to paſs, 
« that when it is come to paſs, you 
C may believe that I am he,” viz. 
of whom the prophets wrote. Who- 
ever, therefore, takes an attentive 
view of the prophecies relating to 
the Meſſiah, will perceive the great 


ſcheme of Providence in the deli- 


verance of mankind from the power 
of ſin and death, opening by de- 
grees, in a ſucceſſion of prophecies 
through the ſeveral ages of the 
wor'd ; each of which in proportion, 
as the accompliſhment of the won- 

derful 
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derful and gracious purpoſe of God 
advanced, grew more clear and par- 
ticular, until they came at laſt to 
point out the very times and perſon 
of the expected deliverer. To the 
prophets, Chriſt therefore ſends us 
for our conviction, and to look for 
our Saviour and Redeemer. By 
expounding, therefore, in the books 
of Moſes and all the prophets, the 
things concerning Jeſus, and by 
opening the underſtanding, that we 
might underſtand the ſcripture, we 
may be brought to perceive, that 
the kingdom of the Meſſiah is not a 
temporal but a ſpiritual and eternal 
kingdom; that the redemption pro- 

aiſed is the redemption of all man- 
kind from the power and penalty of 
in, to be effected by Chriſt's offer- 


ng 


1 


irg up his ſoul a ſacrifice for ſin, 
paying the penalty of death, which 
all ſinners, all mankind had incurred, 
paying not as a debtor but as a ſurety, 
who willingly and freely took upon 
himſelf to make good the failings, 
and diſcharge the obligations of all 
true penitents and believers in his 
goſpel. 
In treating of prophecy, we muſt 
not omit ſpeaking of the deſtruction 
of the temple of Jeruſalem, and the 
unparalleled calamities of the Jews. 
The former of theſe events was com- 


pleated by Titus, under whoſe com- 


mand a Roman army, conſiſting of 
ſixty thoniand men that bore arms, 
effectually belieged the city of Jeru- 
falem. Chriſt foreſceing this, bids 


the Jews expect (Matt, xxiv. 15) 2 


Certain 
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1 
certain deſtruction of their city, and 
not only takes away all hopes of di- 
vine interpoſition in their favour, as 
had happened before in the times of 
Ezekiel, but alſo that confidence 
they might poſſibly conceive from 
their number, their fierceneſs in at- 
tack, or the ſtrength of the works. 
This accounts, in ſome meaſure, for 
an expreſſion of Titus himſelf, who, 
as Philoſtratus, in the life of Apol- 
lonivs reports, ſaid, after the victory 
was gained, © that it was no work 
« of his but their God, who was 
« highly offended with them.” The 
Jews, indeed, might have eaſily un- 
derſtood the prophecy, for it 1s one 
of thoſe which the counſel of God 
publiſhed more clearly, in order to 
give opportunity to the pious and 

godly 


1 

godly to eſcape thoſe evils which are 
reſerved as puniſhments for the 
greateſt offenders. Upon which ac- 
count there were added the cleareſt 
marks and deſcriptions, admoniſh- 
ing thoſe who were religious to de- 
part out of Jeruſalem in time. Da- 
niel's prophecy of their deſtruction 
by Titus, limits even the time; and 
if there had been any obſcurity, it 
was cleared up by Chriſt, when he 
told the Jews theſe things would 


come to pals, as ſoon as © the abo- 
c mination of deſolation,” 1. e. an 


army, whoſe military ſtandards were 
decorated with images like the Ro- 
man, ſhould approach the city. 
When Daniel wrote the prophecy, 
chap. ix. the Romans did not poſſeſs 
any great power, but afterwards they 

Z. obtained 


[©] 


odtained the empire of the whole 
world. The event, therefore, is the 
beſt interpreter of prophecy. Titus 
beſieged Jeruſalem, and deſtroyed 
their temple; and though they have 
thrice endeavoured, once under A- 
drian, a ſecond time under Conſtan- 
tine, and a third time under Julian, 
to build a new temple, they have 
been always oppoſed and prevented, 
as it were, by divine 1interpoſition 
and thus have they continued to this 
diſtant period, exiled from their 


country, not a veſtige of their temple 


remaining to attract the curioſity of 
the traveller. 
The calamities of the Jews were 


foretold by our bleſſed Saviour, in 
Matt. xxi. 33. and following verſes, | 


in chap. xxili. 36. chap. xxiv. 20. 


Chriſt 


[8+ 1 

Chriſt exhorted them to fly from Je- 
ruſalem; but, after all opportunity 
of eſcaping, was taken away by 
the ſurrounding army, ſo great were 
their ſufferings, that humanity ſnud- 


ders at the repetition of the vari- 


ous evils that raged amongſt them. 
Within the walls ſtalked uncon- 


trouled robbery, famine and the 


plague, without were the {word and 
devouring fire. And yet their cala- 
mities Kd not ceaſe here. They 
have wandered vagabonds in the 


world ever ſince, deſpiſed by all na- 


tions, and have no proſpect of being 


reſtored to their country and temple. 
The cauſe of theſe their ſufferings. 
is a crime of the deepeſt dye, their 
expreſſing their contempt for the 
Meſſiah, who came into the world 
before theſe calamities overtook 


G them. 
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them. We may be allowed now, 
therefore, to draw a few inferences 
from Chrift's referring the Jews to 
this prophecy of Daniel. That the 


city of Jeruſalem was to be deſtroyed 
after the coming of the Meſſiah ; 


which very prophecy Joſephus re- 


lates, was fulfilled in his time: from 
whence it follows, that the appointed 
period for the coming of the Meſ- 
ſiah was then paſt, Chriſt alſo re- 


fers them to the prophet Daniel, in 


order to aſſert his divine authority, 
to ſhew that the deſtruction of the 
temple ought not to be reckoned 
unlikely or impoſſible, ſince it had 
been long ago foretold, and to hint 
to them that their contempt of the 
Meſſiah was the principal cauſe ot 
their deſtruction. 


The 


E 

The next argument is to be de- 
duced from the increaſe of the chriſ- 
tian church. Amongſt the various 
future orderings of divine Provi- 
dence, foretold by the prophet 
Ifaiah, the glory and increaſe of the 
church made no inconſiderable part. 
And to us of theſe later ages, who 
are enabled to compare the predic- 
tions of all the prophets with their 
correſponding events, and to ſee, in 
their gradual accompliſhments, the 
workings of divine wiſdom and 
power, the ſubject is eſpecially inte- 
reſting, and therefore demands our 
attention, To us, what Iſaiah in 
particular ſaw at a diſtance of the 
ſucceſs of the church, and rejoiced 
in the belief of, has the power of 
the Almighty experimentally made 

| G 2 KNOWN, 
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known. Hence ariſes a more ſecure 
foundation for the hope that is in us, 
as much as the evidence of the ſenſes 
excceds that of tradition or report. 
The gradual opening too of this 
wonderful ſcene is not more aſtoniſh- 
ing than deſcripiive of the omnipo- 
rence of the ſupreme Being, and the 
divinity of the Chriſtian religion, 
As foon as the chief corner-ſtone was 
laid, the wonderful fabrick began to 
riſe; and as an oak, deprived of its 
branches, ſhoots in vegetation more 
abundantly, ſo did chriſtianity in 
the midſt of perſecution increaſe 
more and more. Without enquiring 
into former ages, let us but look a 
few years back, and ſee how narrow 
were its bounds in compariſon of 


thoſe it has now. Even in this 
1 iſland 


* 
land the increaſe is obvious; but in 
foreign parts, the difference our re- 
ligion has made of late years is 
more conſpicuous. How few years 
ſhall we be carried back, in conſi- 
dering the riſe and firſt inſtitution 
of the ſociety for the propagation of 
the goſpel, and ſowing the ſeeds of 
religion and virtue in countries where 
their footſteps were not known, and 


where wiſdom had not uttered her 


voice. If ſo few years have made 
ſuch difference in its progreſs, how 
great muſt the increaſe appear to 
have been, ſhould we examine it 
from the death of its Founder! 
How exactly will the words of Iſaiah 
be found to be fulfilled, “ A little 
© one ſhall become a thouſand, and 
* a ſmall one a ftrong nation: I 

(3-2 « the 
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« the Lord will haſten it in his 
er time. Chap. IX v. 22, 

The effects of the doctrine in- 
troduced by Chriſt, if rightly con- 
ſidered, are ſuch, that if God con- 
cerns himſelf with human things, of 
neceſſity every one muſt acknow- 
ledge this doctrine to be of divine 
original. It pleaſed the divine Pro- 
vidence to cauſe, that what was beſt 
and moſt uſeful, ſhould be alſo moſt 
extenſive. This, therefore, has hap- 
pened to the Chriſtian religion, 
which we ourſclves ſee taught thro' 
all Europe, not even excluded the 
receſſes of the north, nor even the 
other parts of the known world. 
The hiſtories of all ages, the writings 
of Chriſtians, and the acts of coun- 
cils ſhew, that its ſaving knowledge 
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is not confined to theſe latter ages, 
but flouriſhed, though in an inferior 
degree, ſome hundred years ago. 
Many of thoſe who ſucceeded the 
apoſtles in the miniſtry, have deli- 
vered down to us, how far and wide 
the name of Chriſt was celebrated 
even in their times. Not even the 
difference of languages could oppoſe 
its progreſs into eaſt or weſt, the 
virtue of the doctrine was one and 
the ſame, Neither did the moſt 
diſtant nations vary in the material 


points of their faith, but as the ſun 


is one and the ſame through all the 
univerſe, ſo alſo the light of the 
goſpel, the preaching of truth, 
ſhineth every where, and enlightens 
all mankind, who are willing to come 
to the knowledge of the truth. 
68 Where 


OE 
Where 1s the religion, therefore, 
that can contend with ſo extenſive a 
poſſeſſion ? Paganiſm is but a name, 


and not one religion. For every 


one of its profeſſors has his particular 
object for worſhip ; and whilſt ſome 
pay their adoration to the ſtars, 
others do to the elements, whilſt 
theſe worſhip the beaſts of the field, 
others things that do not exiſt in 
nature. Neither does the ſame law 


bind them in any point of their 


worſhip, or any common maſter. 
The Jews, indeed, are ſcattered 
amongſt the various nations of the 
world, but they are ſtill a ſeparate 
people, whereſoever diſperſed ; nei- 
ther ſince Chriſt, has their religion 
received any viſible increaſe ; nay, 
their very law became more known 


by 
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"1 
by means of the Chriſtians than by 
themſelves. Mahometaniim, in- 
deed, has ſpread over ſufficiently 
many countries, but not alone. For 
through the ſame countries the 
Chriſtian religion has been culti- 
vated, and in ſome places with greater 
ſucceſs : when, on the other hand, 
the followers of Mahomet are not 
found in many parts where there are 


_ Chriſtians. 


When we conſider allo the weak- 
neſs and ſimplicity of thoſe who firſt 
taught the Chriſtian religion, and by 


what inſtruments it made ſo great 


progreſs, it muſt increaſe our admi- 
ration that it ſhould fo far excel all 
others. They who firſt taught the 


Chriſtian religion were not only 


Without all power and ability to com- 
| mand, 


CT I 
mand, but alſo of humble fortuns; * 
and mean employments in life. And 
by the labour of theſe, this doc- 
trine, within the ſpace of a few years, 
extended not only through all the 
parts of the Roman empire, but to 
the inhabitants of the eaſt. Neither 
was it promoted only at the firſt, 
but for ſeveral ages inceſſantly with- 
Out having recourſe to threatenings, 
without any worldly allurements, _ 
but, on the contrary, the moſt pow- 
-erful of earthly princes oppoling it 
with their greateſt ſtrength. They 
amongſt the Greeks, who delivered 
precepts of morality, rendered them- 
ſelves popular and memorable for 
other arts alſo; and many of them 
excelled in cloquence and a perſua- 
five manner of ſpeaking. But the 
| firſt 


„ 
firſt teachers of chriſtianity had no 
ſuch art; their diſcourſe was moſt 
ſimple and unadorned, and without 
the allurements of oratory; they 
delivered but bare precepts alone, 
promiſes and threatnings in the 
plaineſt diſcourſe; the weight of 
what they delivered, and the autho- 
rity of him in whoſe name they de- 
livered it, needed not the ſtudied 
eloquence of the antients, but ſuffi- 
ciently of itſelf beſpoke the atten- 
tion of mankind. The glorious 
prize of immortality on their obe- 
dience, brought to light only by the 
goſpel, and on the other hand the 
moſt durable torments on their diſ- 
obedience, which the heathen preach- 
ers of morality had not to enforce 
their preccpts, more than compen- 
lated 
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dated for the apoſtles deficiency in 


the powers of oratory. But ſince 
bare precepts, promiſes and threat- 
nings, have not a power equal to ſo 
great progreſs, eſpecially when not 
attended with a ſuperior cloquence, 


but couched in the moſt bare and 


ſimple terms, we mult of neceſſity 
conclude, that either miracles ac- 
companied them, or that the ſecret 
power of God favoured and pro- 
mored their undertakings, or that 
both were equally concerned. 

To which conſideration muſt be 


added, that they who received chriſ- 


tianity from theſe teachers, had not 


a mind free from the influence of a 


long eſtabliſhed religion, and there- 
fore not ſo eaſily to be perſuaded as 
thoſe who firſt embraced the ſacred 

| rites 
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rites of the Pagans, or the law of 


Mahomet; and much leſs prepared 


by any previous inſtitution, as the 


Hebrews were rendered fit to re- 
ceive the law of Moſes by circum- 
cifian, and the knowledge of the 
one God : but, on the other hand, 
filled with opinions and cuſtoins, 
which, like ſecond nature, refuſed 
to acknowledge theſe new inſtituti- 
ons, and educated and confirmed 
by the authority of laws and parents 
in the ſacred rites of the Pagans, or 
ceremonies of the Jews. For where 
the obedience to an eſtabliſhed form 
of worſhip has been kept up, as 
was the caſe of thoſe who firſt em- 
braced chriſtianity, and where men 
were to proſecute a religion directly 
oppolite to all ther religious cere- 
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monies and. inſtitutions; where, 
moreover, laws and parents enforce 
obedience to a different religion, 
greater difficulties are to be ſur- 
mounted than where men are in a 
ſtate of nature; and nothing but the 
cleareſt evidence of his being ſent 
from God could have induced them 
to be followers of Chriſt. To which 
obſtacle muſt be added, thoſe griev- 
ous ſufferings which not only the 
practice but even the bare profeſſion 
of chriſtianity immediately drew 
after it. For ſince human nature 
recoils and ſhudders at the thought 
of ſuch evils, it follows, that what 
were the caules of thoſe evils, could 
not be embraced without the greateſt 
ſtruggle within their breaſts, The 
Chriſtians were a long while in ob- 
ſcurity; 


31 
fcurity; they were fined, their goods 
were confiſcated, they were baniſhed; 
condemned to the mines, they ſuf- 
fered torments cruel as could be in- 
vented; and their puniſnments were 
ſo often the occaſion of death, that 
as their own writers teſtify, no fa- 
mine, no peſtilence, no war ever 


conſumed more men at one time. 


And this cruelty, which continued 
without any long intervals or ſpace 
between, was ſo far from leſſening 
them, that, on the contrary, their 


blood might be juſtly ſaid to be the 
ſeed of the goſpel. So mightily 


grew the word of God and pre- 
vailed, 


When we conſider, therefore, the 


rapid progreſs of the goſpel even in 


the apoſtles days, and that far greater 
propa- 


11 

propagation it has now made : whilſt 
we conſider who were the inſtru- 
ments and means of conveying its 
treaſures to mankind, and from 
what ſmall beginnings 1t arole ; that 
twelve unlearned men ſhould preach 
Chriſt crucified, and be made choice 
of to publiſh the glad tidings of ſal- 
vation; we cannot be ignorant of 
the hand of God fo viſible in all his 
works, It muſt be a never-failing 
ſou ge of joy and happineſs to us, 
that we live at an age when the pro- 
pagation of the goſpel is ſo exten- 
five, and its increaſe not confined 
to ſo narrow a compals ; and it muſt 
influence every conſiderate perſon to 
take heed leſt his pride make it a 
ſtumbling block to him, and his 
felt-elteem and high opinion of his 


learning 


| [ 97 ] 
learning and abilities tempt him to 
deſpiſe it as fooliſnneſs. This rapid 
and wonderful increaſe of the church 
muſt be a prevailing argument with 
every impenitent ſinner, to impreſs 
his mind with a ſtrong and lively 


ſenſe of the fear of the Lord; for 


that is wiſdom ; and to depart from 
evil, that 1s underſtanding. And 
to be of the number of this thou- 
ſand, this ſtrong nation, muſt be the 
fruits of ſuch a temper of mind as 
David expreſſeth in theſe words; 
« Lord, what love have I unto thy 
<« law; all the day long is my ſtudy 
«10-2, | 
Wherefore, ſince the Chriſtian 
religion, confeſſedly in this part alſo, 
ſo greatly excels all others, it muſt 
deſervedly be preferred to all, From 
„ this 


1 


this ſo great a multitude of all kinds 
of men, diſtinguiſhed in ſo many 
places and ages, who did not heſitate 
to undergo death for the ſake of the 
Chriſtian religion, it muſt be con- 
cluded, that there was ſome great 
cauſe for ſuch remarkable' conſtancy 
and fortitude, which cannot be 
thought any other than the light of 
truth, and the ſpirit of God, 
Great, indeed, has been the ſuc- 
ceſs and increaſe of the diſciples of 
chriſtianity, and confeſſedly great 
the efficacy of the word preached : 
but violent alſo, in the midſt of this 
ſucceſs, has been the oppoſition of 
the enemies of the goſpel, and often- 
times cauſed it to ſlumber. Though 
the preacher's doctrine has dropped 
as the rain, and his ſpeech diſtilled as 
the 
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the dew, as the ſinall rain upon the 


render herb, and as the ſhowers 
upon the graſs, yet has it often re- 
turned to him unfruitful. Our Sa- 
viour himſelf, who ſpake as never 
man ſpake, and taught as one hav- 
ing authority from heaven, did not 
effect that conviction in the hearts 
of his hearers at all times, as might 
reaſonably have been expected. And 
we may ſtill find many, who do in- 


deed hear the word of the kingdom 
of heaven, but do not lay it up in 


their minds, do not cheriſh it, or 
meditate upon it; who make it not 
their care to conſider, to prove, or 
to retain it; who neglect, or what 
is worſe, reſiſt or deſpiſe it. The 


negligence of theſe perſons gives a 


power to the grand enemy of man- 
H 2 kind 
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kind over them; and what when l 
they have heard, they are above C 
weighing and conſidering, 1s ſoon a 
eraſed from the memory. Theſe P 
are they which receive ſeed by the fs 
way-ſide. or 

Thoſe too will not elude our at 
ſearch, who do indeed receive the WI 


word of ſalvation in their hearts, and py 
exult with wonderful alacrity, by lut 
reaſon of the goſpel's being revealed doc 
to them, pleaſed with its light and un 
beauty, its purity and uſefulneſs. the 
Theſe fondly embrace it, nor refuſe gro 
the word of God, or remove their | N 
faith from it. It is pleaſing to them, 
and obtains ſome degree of reve- 
rence from them. Rut all this their 
goodneſs is as a morning cloud, and 
as the early dew it paſſeth away. 
The 


1 
The root is wanting, and the well- 
meditated purpoſe of obtaining the 
chief good, deſpiſing all other things, 
and of enduring that which the goſ- 
pel preſcribes. Theſe have, indeed, 


ſome good deſires and pious affecti- 
ons, but they are not ſeriouſly actu- 


ated with a truly religious zeal, their 
wicked and former affections occu- 
pying the greater part of their reſo- 
lutions. Hence it 1s, the ſeed of life 
does not penetrate the heart, nor 
unſhaken piety take root ; and hence 
their faith droops, and perſeverance 
grows feeble. 

Many too may yet be fad; who 


do, indeed, go fo far as diligently to 


conſider, prove, and retain the word 
of God, andy ſeek him with earneſt 
deſires; but one thing is yet wanting 

H 3 before 


E 16 | 


before the growing thorns can be 
extirpated. The cares that hover 
about the mind for the things per- 
taining to this life, and the deceit- 
fulneſs of riches, oppreſs the riſing 


ſeed that it cannot appear, and at 


length overwhelm and extinguiſh 
all their attempts and care. for a 
better life, and their affections on 
things above. . 
Under which of theſe claſſes and 
predicaments he is, every one, from 
an examination of his heart, may 
judge: and till he removes from it, 
the ſucceſs and increaſe of the goſpel 
may be ſaid to be incomplete. 
May the God of all grace, there- 
fore, continue his bleſſing to the ſeed 
"ſown; and enable all mankind not 
only to hear the word of the goſpel, 
| but 
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but to underſtand it, and bring forth 
fruit unto everlaſting life 

In the increaſe of the church of 
Chriſt, in the extent of its propa- 
gation and influence, we behold an 


amazing proof of its divine original. 
Notwithſtanding the infidelity of the 


Jews was ſo ſtubborn and inveterate, 
as appeared by their continual oppo- 
ſition to it, the progreſs of its doc- 
trines in the apoſtles' days was very 
conſiderable, and an early belief was 
diffuſed amongſt mankind. We 
may reckon, therefore, the propa- 
gation of chriſtianity, when the Jews 
ſo violently oppoſed and perſecuted 
it, as a very ſtrong proof of a ſuper- 


natural interpoſition in its eſtabliſh- 


ment. And it is no trifling evidence 
of its divine origin, that notwith- 
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ſtanding the wickedneſs of many 
Chriſtians, it has maintained its cre- 
dit in ſo flouriſhing a ſtate through 
the moſt learned ages, and among 
nations celebrated for their rational 
inveſtigations and ſearches after po- 
lite literature. An over-ruling Pro- 
vidence has guided it with its foſter- 
ing hand, and protected it amidſt 
the hypocriſy and iniquity of the 
times. The permanence of chriſ- 
tianity has verified the ſage obſerva- 
tion of Gamaliel, which he made 
in a council of the Jews that were 
debating on puniſhing the apoſtles, 
and ſuppreſſing their doctrine, by 
commanding them that they ſhould 
not ſpeak in the name of Jeſus. 
« If this work be of men,” ſaid he, 
« jt will come to nought, but if it 

cc be 
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ee be of God, ye cannot overthrow 
< jt,” The great length of time it 
has flouriſhed with us, unſupported 
by human authority or grandeur, 1s 
a clear evidence that it is not an 
artful fable, the product of worldly 
device, or elle it would have periſhed 


long ago, and been forgotten. But 
the protection of an over-ruling Pro- 


vidence accompanying it to this diſ- 
tant period of the Chriſtian era, is 
a convincing proof of its having 


proceeded from God, and that its 


enemies, however numerous, ſhall 
not prevail againſt it. 

When we ſurvey the ſilent pro- 
greſs of chriſtianity, it would be do- 
ing an injury to our feelings to for- 


bear expreſſing our joy and philan- 


thropy. 
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thropy. Whilſt the paſſions of 
men are fo variouſly agitated, miſ- 
taken policy may unfortunately graft 
ſuch miſinterpretations and error, as 
to afford a ſhort-liv'd triumph to- 
the ſceptic or infidel; or whilſt the 
church is ſo divided, and the means 
of converſion fail of their deſired 
efficacy, ſo that the unbeliever ſcoffs. 
at the proſpect of its future increaſe 
as well as at the inſpiration. of the 
Holy Ghoſt; the pious Chriſtian 
entertains no alarming fears for his 
religion, but repoſes his truſt in the 
divine Being, does not fear the de- 
feat of his hopes, is not caſt down, 
depending upon its real excellence 
with an undaunted mind, expecting, 
with reſignation, that its divine Au- 

thor 


[ 07 ] 
thor will protect it, and that a future 
and better age will acknowledge its 
worth and value. 

A figh may eſcape him, and not 
wholly involuntary, nor yet charge- 
able with ſuperciliouſneſs or preciſe- 
neſs, but proceeding from mankind's 
averſeneſs to liſten to a ſyſtem, 
whoſe ſole aim was glory to God, 
and on earth peace, good-will to- 
wards men; and whole divine 
preacher, with that univerſal bene- 
volence peculiar to his nature, de- 
clared his commiſſion to extend to 
preaching the goſpel to the poor, to 
heal the broken-hearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and re- 
covering of ſight to the blind, to ſet 
at liberty them that are bruiſed, to 
preach the acceptable year of the 
1 


1 
Lord. Our Saviour cites this paſ- 
ſage of ſcripture from the prophe- 
cies of Iſaiah, as fulfilled in him, as 
expreſſing clearly the many happy 
circumſtances and bleſſings diſperſed 
among mankind by means of him, 
and as deſcriptive of the important 
ends he came to ſerve. Every act 
mentioned therein is that of the moſt 
diſintereſted benevolence and heroic 
virtue; and, together, conſtitute the 
idea we have of the moſt deſirable 
Benefactor to the human race. For 
what can be a greater inſtance of 
generoſity, or more pleaſingly mark. 
the character of the patron and. 
friend of mankind, than to publiſh 
the good tidings of ſalvation to the 
neceſſitous, the deſponding, and the 
ctherwiſe inevitably loſt; to pour in 
the 


10 
the balm of comfort to thoſe who are 
wearied and heavy-laden with the 
burden of their ſins ; to proclaim a 
freedom from the captivity of fin, 
and the knowledge of our chief good 
and true happineſs to the 1gnorant 
and intellectually dark ; to releafe 
thoſe that are oppreſſed by the ſeve- 
rities of ſuperſtition and falſe reli- 
gions; to pronounce the commence- 
ment of a glorious ſeaſon, the com- 
ing of a Saviour and Redeemer te 
a loſt world? To theſe excellent 
purpoſes was the life of our bleſſed 
Saviour devoted; and he added 
this, moreover, as the final conſum- 
mation of all, the Glory of God his 
Father. This laſt he appeals to as 
the principal end of all his actions, 
as well as an evidence of his pub- 
liſning 


1e 


liſhing a divine revelation, in his 
direct reply and ſatisfactory anſwer 
to the objection, which the Jews 
pretended to have, againſt em- 
bracing for truth what he had been 
diſcourſing to them. If any man,” 
{aid he, “ will do his will, he ſhall 
« know of the doctrine, whether it 
« be of God, or whether I ſpeak 

« of myſelf. He that ſpeaketh of 
cc himſelf, ſeeketh his own glory; 
*« but he that ſeeketh his glory that 
« ſent him, the ſame is true, and 
«.no unrighteouſneſs is in him.” 
The direct and preciſe meaning of 
which is this; if you are really diſ- 


poſed to do the will of God, ſup- 


poling you could be certain that 
what I now deliver to you 1s his 
will, and comes from God, you ſhall 

be 


ae 
be ſatisfied as to that point, I can 
ſoon convince you of the truth of 
my doctrine, and produce a certain 
mark or criterion by which you ſhall 
know that it is of God, and not a 
doctrine of my own. And accord- 
ingly our Lord, in the next verſe, 
adds, He that ſpeaketh of him- 
tc ſelf, ſeeketh his own glory ;” that 
is, if I ſpeak theſe things of myſelf, 
if this doctrine be a fiction or inven- 
tion of mine, I ſhould ſeek my own 
glory by it; I muſt have invented 
it, and be now propagating it, in 
ſupport of my own honour, and to 
ſerve my own ends; but if I ſeek 
only the glory of God, and have. no 
intereſt of my -own to ſerve, I can 
be no impoſtor, but a true prophet, 
whoſe-doctrine 1s of God, This is 
the 
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the mark or criterion by which the 
Jews were to try, and by which they | 
could not fail to diſcover the truth | 


of our Saviour's pretenſions to be 2 
divine teacher; and it is of ſuch a 0 
nature as to afford every impartial V 
man conviction. The vicious and 1 


immoral, no leſs than the good and 
the virtuous among the Jews, would 
they but liſten, could ſee the force 
of this reaſoning. So that when he 


ſays of any well-diſpoſed perſon, ſir 

that might be in his audience; «© He ria 

ce ſhali know of the doctrine, he CH 

means to expreſs 'his readineſs to Wit 

afford any of his hearers immediate per 

| ſatis faction as to the truth and divi- Pag 
= nity of his doctrine; as if he had at t. 
ſaid, Are you ready to do the will of and 
God, and do you heſitate to receive cen 


my 
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my doctrine, only becauſe you know 
not whether it be of God, or whe- 
ther I am an impoſtor ? You ſhall 
know this. There is a certain mark 
or criterion by which you may judge 
whether my doctrine be of God: it 
is this; © He that ſpeaketh of him- 
« ſelf, ſeeketh his own glory, but 
he that ſeeketh his glory that ſent 
ce him, the fame 1s true, and no un- 
« righteouſneſs is in him.“ This 
ſupplies us with another very mate- 
rial argument for the truth of the 
Chriſtian religion, and particularly 
with regard to the Mahometan ſu- 
perſtition, which has been ever pro- 
pagated by violence, with the ſabre 
at the throat. Mahomet its founder, 
and his ſucceſſors, enforced acquieſ- 


cence to his pretended viſions and 
I dictates 


A 
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dictates through the various quarters 
of the globe, which formed the Ara- 
bic empire, with the point of the 
ſword. And their numerous victo- 
ries are to be attributed to the Arabs' 
ſavage valour and experience in war 
above all nations, at that time their 
contemporaries. This vehement 
purſuit of aggrandizement, of em- 
pire, of regal ſovereignty and earthly 
honours in Mahomet, carries with 
it ſo ſuſpicious an appearance, as to 
give us reaſon to imagine ſo ill of 
his profeſſions and doctrine, as to 
believe he ſought his own glory, not 


that of the divine Being. Whereas, 


on the contrary, the religion of Jeſus 
holds out the ſame truth as it did to 
the Scribe, who profeſſed to Chriſt, 
« Maſter, I will follow thee whither- 
ce ſoever 


 Þ HF. 1 
« ſoever thou goeſt.” You come 
to me in vain, if profit or gain be 
your motive. No worlcly honours 
or triumphs are neceſſary to the cha- 
racter of a Chriſtian. And the 
bleſſed Founder of our religion him- 
ſelf © had not where to lay his 
« head.” Any religion or ſet of 
doctrines pretending to a divine ori- 


gin, can never appear to a judicious 


and rational enquirer worthy of his 


belief, or indeed the leaſt regard, if 
it or they bear the plain marks of 
ſome intereſted deſign being carried 
on by the publiſher of then. But 
the doctrines of chriſtianity are ſhewn 


to be entirely free from all ſuſpicion 
of being calculated to ferve any 
worldly defign, and to have, for 


heir great end, through all their 
| 1 2. parts, 


1 


parts, the advancement of the ho- 


nour and glory of God, which they 


promote in a manner and to a de- 
gree, that no other inſtitution can 


pretend to. But amongſt the vari- 
ous ends our bleſſed Saviour came 


to ſerve, we muſt not forget to 
mention his gracious intention of 
ſaving a whole world of ſinners from 
eternal death and miſery by the ſa- 


crifice of himſelf, and tranſlating 


them into his glorious kingdom, of 
which there ſhall be no end. This 
is that good confeſſion which Chriſt 
Jeſus witneſſed before Pontius Pi- 
late, when he ſaid, © To this end 
« was I born, and for this cauſe 
« came I into the world, that | 


ce ſhould bear witneſs unto the 


« truth ;” which was, that he was 
* the 


1 


the Son of God, and had a king- 


dom, the kingdom of heaven, pre- 
pared for thoſe that believed in him. 


This divine and god-like intention 


1s confirmed by the apoſtle Paul, 
who aſſures us, that to this end 
Chriſt both died and roſe, and re- 


vived, that he might be Lord both 
of the dead and the living; having 


the ſovereign power of abſolving us 


from the guilt of fin, and admitting 


us into the manſions of light and 


glory. 


Now the meaſures which our 
bleſſed Saviour purſued for attaining | 


theſe great ends were the beſt adapt- 
ed, and moſt likely to ſucceed, 
the moſt diſintereſted and ſuperior 
to regard of his private advantage, 


and the moſt conducive to the wel- 
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fare and happineſs of mankind, both 


in this world and that which is to 
come. The whole courſe of his 
miniſtry ſupplies us with continued 
inſtances of his preaching the 
goſpel to the poor, and publiſhing 
the glad tidings of ſalvation to the 
meek and humble. As often as we 
read the ſacred ſcriptures, we can- 
not overlook that full and complete 
anſwer Chriſt himſelf gave to ſome 
of John's diſciples, who had been 
ſent by their maſter to enquire of 
him whether he were the Chriſt. 


For he immediately orders John's 


diſciples to carry back this meſſage 
to their maſter : © The blind receive 
ce their ſight, and the lame walk; the 
<« lepers are cleanſed, and the deaf 
ce hear; the dead are raiſed up, and 
* the poor have the goſpel preached 

cc to 
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to them.” And all theſe works 
they were either hearers or ſpecta- 


tors of, ſo that they came at the 


very ſeaſon of his purſuing ſome of 
the valuable meaſures towards ac- 


compliſhing the great ends of his 
coming. At the ſame time he gave 
the moſt ſubſtantial proofs of his 


miſſion from God, and put them in 


mind of the predictions of their own 


prophets, who foretold that theſe : 


things ſhould come to paſs in the 
days of the Meſſiah, which they had 
the opportunity of being eye-wit- 
neſſes of. 

The miſerable alſo of every kind 
and degree found him their bene- 
factor and compaſſionate friend, and 
phyſician, as had been foretold by 
the prophets. The means he uſed 

„ to 


10 


to this end were as various as the 
diſorders and infirmities of the many 
unfortunate objects that came before 
him. To the broken-hearted he 
imparted health; the captive to 
ſatan, and thoſe that were worſe 
bound than in fetters of iron, in 
thoſe of fin and death, he animated 
and ſupported with the hopes of a 
ſpeedy releaſe ; he gave ſight to the 
blind, and the bruiſed ſoul and 
wounded with its tranſgreſſions, he 
looſed from bondage. In the exam- 
ple of the leper, we fee him afford- 
ing inſtantaneous relief, upon his 
giving proof of confidence in his 
power. And, in the caſe of the 
Centurion's ſervant, who lay at home 
ſick of the palſy, the maſter's faith 
drew from our Maſter in heaven 

the 
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the greateſt encomium and com- 
mendation, equal to which was the 
benefit conferred upon him. As, and 
ce jn the meaſure thou haſt believed, 
cc ſo be it done unto thee.” Again, 


when another miſerable object, in 


the ſame kind of diſeaſe, implored 
his aſſiſtance with ſigns of faith and 


_ repentance, Chriſt made ule of 


means calculated to give eaſe and 
conſolation to the diſeaſes of the foul 
as well as the body ; he encouraged 
the ſick of the palſy with this moſt 
affectionate addreſs, „ Son, be of 
« good cheer, thy ſins be forgiven 
« thee.” Which the Scribes that 


were preſent were greatly offended 


at ; but Jeſus ſhewed thein, that it 
was as ealy for him to heal the diſ- 
orders of the mind as well as the 


body ; 


| 
body; and that the occaſion called 
upon him to take thoſe Peaſures, 
in order to convince them that the 
Son of man had power on earth to 
forgive ſins. After the ſame man- 
ner did he reſtore the blind to his 
fight, cauſe the lame to walk, and 
bleſs the lunatick and the diſordered 
in mind with the recovery of his 
underſtanding, and that excellent 
gift of God, his reaſon. The loſs 
of which, it 1s evident to all, muſt 
be ever attended with the moſt ex- 
quiſite miſery and diſtreſs; and 
therefore he that could, and would 
uſe ſuch meaſures, ſo happy in their 
conſequences, and ſo fortunate for 
the ſufferers and their friends, de- 
ferves our moſt thankful acknow- 
ledgments as the trueſt friend of 
| | | man, 


1 


man, and calls upon us to glorify 
the God of Iſrael. A very ſtriking 
diſtinction betwixt John the Baptiſt 
and Chriſt, with regard to their 
« preaching the acceptable year of 
cc the Lord;” and the meaſures they 
uſed to convert mankind, is adduced 
by our bleſſed Lord himſelf, to ſhew 
the Jews that all means had been 
tried, but in vain, to effect their 
converſion, and to charge the ineffi- 
cacy of John's miniftry as well as 
his own upon themſelves. John the 
Baptiſt came as a prophet ſent from 
God, not living after the reigning 
faſhion of the times, but avoiding 
ſociety, and all intercourſe with 
mankind, if it the leaſt interfered 
with the ſublime and reſerved cha- 
racter of a prophet, who was to 
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bend the ſtubborn hearts of ſinners 
to grief, to mortification and repen- 
tance : on the contrary, Jeſus Chriſt 
came amongſt us, living according 
to the uſual manner of men, as far 


as innocence and integrity would al- 


low, converſing with the utmoſt affa- 
bility with all ranks and conditions 
of men, blending the gracious truths 
of the goſpel, and the knowledge of 
ſalvation, in his common diſcourſe ; 
mixing with no ſmall companies at 
feſtival entertainments ; not keeping 
at a diſtance from any occaſion, or 
place, in which he could exerciſe his 
beneficence, and conſult the eternal 
good of mankind. Yet he © who 
ce ſpake as never man ſpake,” who 
was hourly exerting miracles, and 
doing wonderful cures and works, 

was 


EW 


was not liſtened to with that atten- 
tion he merited. And of John the 
Baptiſt, Chriſt himſelf bore this teſ- 
timony, © Among them that are 
c born of women, there hath not 
ce riſen a greater than John the 
« Baptiſt” in holineſs of life, and 
in the office of a prophet and teacher 
ſent from God. Yet his ſucceſs in 
the miniſtry of ſalvation was far in- 
ferior to that of Chriſt, notwith- 
ſtanding the meaſures he took for 
preparing the way of our Saviour's 
coming, by turning the hearts of the 
diſobedient to the wiſdom of the 
juſt, were truly divine, and in them- 
ſelves adequate to the purpoſe. 
Every freſh inſtance in the holy 
ſcriptures furniſhes us with new 
cauſe to admire the gracious mea- 

ſures 
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© a; 
ſures our bleſſed Saviour ſo unweari- 
edly purſued to attain the moſt be- 
neficial ends for us. Thus it would 
have been a deviation from his plan 
of redemption, if he had liſtened to 
the perſecuting ſpirit of his two diſ- 
ciples, who wiſhed to have com- 
manded fire to come down from 
heaven, and conſume the inhabi- 
tants of a Samaritan village, be- 
cauſe, from their invincible hatred 
for the Jews, they denied him and 
his diſciples the claims of hoſpitality, 
and refuſed to receive him within 
their precincts. But he was fo far 
from conforming to the diſciples 


requeſt, that he immediately turned 


and rebuked them, that they were 


ſo ignorant of the end of his com- 


ing, to fulfil which required much 
| more 
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more lenient meaſures than they 
would have adopted, the gentle ſpi- 
rit of mercy, forgiveneſs of injuries, 
and humanity. © Ye know not 
« what manner of ſpirit ye are of. 
« For the Son of man is not come 
« to deſtroy men's lives, but to 
« {ave them.” This hi acious 
purpoſe was moſt wonderfully evi- 
denced in his death on the croſs, 
the meaſures he ſubmitted to, in 
order to bring about fo aſtoniſhing 
an inſtance of love, cannot too much. 
engroſs our attention and gratitude. 
To this end he patiently endured 
the indignity and ſufferings of ap- 
prehenſion and cruel mockings, of 
being haled as a malefactor to an 
earthly tribunal, and there ſentenced 
to ſuffer the death of the greateſt 


5 offender, 


| 
1 
4 
| 
| 
. 
4 
4 


ö 
* 


\ 


[ 128 J 
offender, when upon his © praying 


* to his Father there would be 


te more than twelve legions of an- 
ce gels” ſent to reſcue and protect 
him. But © how then would the 
« ſcriptures be fulfilled,” for which 
purpoſe he made no defence, no, 
not even an anſwer to their accuſa- 
tions, but patiently acquieſced in, 
and compoſed himſelf for that death 
ſo precious in the ſight of God, and 
ſo valuable for a whole world of 
ſinners, 


And as the meaſures he purſued 


merit our eſteem and wonder, ſo do 
the motives that induced him to ſo 
excellent an undertaking deſerve our 
ſincereſt thanks. An inconſiderate 
obſerver would imagine there muſt 
be many amiable qualities in man- 

kind 
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kind to determine the choice of fo 
painful a death; but, on the con- 
trary, it is notorious, that that which 
incited- him to fo condeſcending an 
action, was a motive of the moſt 
diſintereſted kind, ariſing from pure 
pity and compaſſion for the whole- 
human race, which had ſo debaſed 
and obliterated every feature of their 
divine original, as needed a Saviour. 
of the utmoſt value and dignity to 
redeem them from death eternal. 
Thus hath Chriſt, by his own me- 
rits, purchaſed for us the means of 
grace, and hopes of glory. Let us 
not, therefore, fruſtrate theſe his 
gracious purpoſes concerning us, by 
turning a deaf ear to his precepts, 
or becoming wilfully blind to the 


cans fo affectionately held out to 
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us to enlighten our underſtandings 

in the way of truth, nor againſt con- 
viction oppoſe thoſe invaluable re- 

cords, the holy ſcriptures, which are 

able to make us wife unto ſalvation. 

As often as we conſider the impor- 


tance and conſequence to us of thoſe 


great ends Chriſt came to ſerve, the 
many trying ſcenes he paſſed through, 
in laying the foundation of his reli- 
gion, in preparing his diſciples for 
the work of the miniſtry after his 
departure, and in particular cloſing 
his embaſſy by a ſeries of meaſures, 
which no one elſe could have gone 
through, unprecedented and unpa- 
ralleled, attended with the moſt ex- 
cruciating agonies, for ſervices ex- 
cited and performed from the beſt 
and moſt diſintereſted motives, the 
preſent 


— 
— 
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preſent and future happineſs of man- 


kind; who that conſiders this can 
ceaſe to admire and adore the Au- 


thor and finiſher of our faith, who 
hath triumphed over death, -and 


opened unto us the gate to everlaſt- 


ing life. 

Thus have J endeavoured to col- 
lect together, in one view, the exter- 
nal evidence of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, ariſing from the pure and holy 
life of the bleſſed Author of it, the 
miracles he performed, the prophe- 
cies fulfilled in him and his church, 


together with the progreſs of the 


goſpel, in order to create a firm- 


neſs of faith, and integrity of heart, 


in thoſe readers that will attend to 
them with pleaſure. Some of theſe, 
it is to be hoped, will allow my un- 


g dertaking: 
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dertaking to have -proceeded from 
an honeſt deſire to promote the in- 
tereſts of genuine chriſtianity, and 
to have an evident tendency to con- 
vince mankind of the 'truth of the 
Chriſtian revelation, and. confirm 
them in the faith and practice which 
it teaches ; and if a few only receive 
from it benefit and conſolation in 
their progreſs to eternity, I ſhall be 
amply repaid. 


